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destruction was the work of hooligans. For, it is complete proof
of non-co-operators' unfitness for self-government in Madras.
Those who claim the capacity must be able to control all forces of
violence* Hartal was not peaceful because what happened to the
poor cinema-keeper would have happened to the others if they had
dared to keep open their shops. I hold the firing by the cinema
man to be justifiable inasmuch as his theatre would have been
destroyed if he had not fired. The mob's increased fury was an
exhibition of insolent rage against deserved punishment. The in-
vestment of Sir Thyagaraj Ghettiar's house was a cowardly inter-
ference with personal liberty* The crowd that prevented the knight
from doing honour to the Prince dishonoured itself and enhanced
the value of the honour Sir Thyagaraj Chettiar was prevented
from doing. It might be the crowd's way, but it was not non-
co-operators' way of "doing business".
Dr. Rajan and his lieutenants left no stone unturned to make
and keep the hartal peaceful. All honour to them, But Madras
teaches us a lesson as Bombay has. We have still much work to do
before we can really establish a swaraj atmosphere. Either we
believe in a successful peaceful revolution or we believe that non-
violence is merely a preparation for violence. If the latter repre-
sents the true state of things, we must revise our creed* But
I am optimistic enough to believe that India has imbibed the spirit
of non-violence in a most remarkable way* The exemplary self-
restraint exercised in Amritsarj Lahore, Aligarh, Allahabad, Cal-
cutta, Barisal and other places too numerous to mention, shows
that where only pledged non-co-operators work, we can rely upon
non-violence being observed, but where, as in Madras, an undisci-
plined mob gathers together, non-co-operators have no control.
We must not despair of devising a remedy against repetition of the
Madras hooliganism. Equally unfortunate is the attack in
Hardoi upon Mr. Baker who has fortunately escaped death. The
stray maniacs are most difficult to trace or handle. I doubt not
that it is the work of some unknown person unconnected with
non-co-operation. But we must deal with such cases also. In a
non-violent atmosphere such occurrences must be almost impos-
sible. But it must be confessed that the requisite atmosphere has
not yet been reached. It will only be, when we have eradicated
violence from our thoughts.
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